
Bonjour! 

Welcome to Grade Three, everyone!  Our classroom is ready for the 

learning to come.  Our walls are as bare as they will ever be (as they have ever been!), 

waiting for the resources and student work that are going to show and help our learning.  

I love Grade Three.  The themes, the writing, reading, math, arts and projects that 

take place.  I love how in Grade 3, students become more independent and more 

invested in their learning.  I learned in university how “at this age level, developmentally, 

cognitively, students start to care about the “big picture”; people, events and realities 

beyond themselves.”  They start to understand and to play a role as active citizens in 

their communities.

On that note, I want to say “way to go” to you, the parents and guardians 

of this year’s French Immersion Grade 3ers.  You don’t know how many people have told 

me that this is a great bunch of kids.  A kind group.  So thank you.

Moving on from the Grade Three love-a-thon; here’s some information 

about our classroom routines and set-up; some old, some new, some hybrids.

1. A monthly newsletter will go home, as well as notes here and there with additional 

information. 

2. Home-School Journal: The main purpose of this journal is to give students another 

“authentic” writing experience and to help strengthen teacher/student relationships. 

• Once a week, I would like students to write me a letter in their journal.  I will 

read them and respond. I will collect your child’s journal on 

__________________ and return it the following day. 

• You may also send a message to me in this journal, but as I won’t be checking 

them everyday, please let your child know to bring me their journal so that I 

can read it.

• Parents can encourage neatness and remind their child to check the beginning 

and end of their sentences for capitals and proper punctuation.  As for 

spelling, in our class students are encouraged to write a word as they think it’s 

spelled and, if they are uncertain whether it is correct or not, to underline it 

and to continue.  If you would like to work on the correct spelling of certain



words, pick three (three that you see as a repeated error is best).  Continue 

correcting those words with your child until they write them correctly, 

independently.  (This could take a week, two or more!)  Pick new words to 

replace the ones that are mastered.  

3. Spelling: As a class, or in groups, we will work on word families, spelling strategies, 

grammatical rules.  Along with the newsletters, I will let you know which word 

families, frequently used words, etc. we worked on the previous month.  Each child 

will also have an individualized spelling list.  This list is made up of words that we 

are studying as a class as well as words that he/she is working on in their writing.

We work on it at school on a daily basis. When a student feels they are ready for a 

new list, they can request a test it during our word work period.  Each child will be 

tested at least once a month on their spelling list. Please practice with your child 

every day.  Some ways to practice are: 

• Look, say, cover, write, check.

• Rainbow writing: Write the words using different colours.  Each word or 

letter could be a different colour.  It’s fun to practice with special crayons, 

markers, pens, the computer, etc.

• Rhyming words: brainstorm 5 rhyming words and write them for each word on 

the list.  Your child may come up with a rhyme that uses a different spelling 

from the word on their list (i.e. If the word on their list is “day” and they say 

“sleigh” as a rhyming word).  This isn’t wrong, just a chance to notice and 

learn new sound and letter patterns.

• Magnetic letters: put that fridge to use.

• Word find: Find and circle/highlight/cut out/point at their spelling words in a 

book, magazine, etc.

4. Read with your child everyday.  This is the best way to create lifelong readers and 

writers!



Anglais et Français

• discussion about what « good 
readers » and « good spellers » do

• learning to pick « Just-Right 
Books »

•beginning of spelling lists

• beginning of home-school journal

• « Le grand livre au sujet de moi », 
creating books all about us

• beginning of Monday journals en 
français 

• collecting ideas for our writing

• memoirs

Mathématiques

• review addition and 
subtraction strategies, 
up to 18

• number sense, #s 1-
100 (what does « 19 » 
look like?  How many 
different ways can we 
represent it?)

•problem solving, 3 star 
answers (number 
sentence, diagram and 
complete sentence)

• compiling information 
for and interpreting 
graphs

• estimation strategies

Themes

R.E.S.P.E.C.T. 

 determining our rights 
and responsibilities (in 
and out of the 
classroom), as Canadian 
citizens

 Canadian History: 
Terry Fox and goals

 community

Dates
September 14: Scholastics are due
September 14 and 15, 4:30-6:30: Tree planting, garden work bee in the playground
September 23, 12:00: Early dismissal
September 30, afternoon: Terry Fox run
September 30 at 9:10: Super Student Assembly

One last note: One of our school policies is that we bring no fish, nuts or wear no strong 

scents/perfumes to school.  Please be aware of this when sending food to school.

If you have any questions, concerns or just want to talk, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me.  You can reach me at school at (204) 623-3459, by email at 

mdunnigan@ksd.mb.ca, or by dropping by the school.

All homework routines will start next week (the 12th). 

Sincerely,

Mme (Meaghan) Dunnigan

mailto:mdunnigan@ksd.mb.ca

