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Room 8’s  September  Newsletter 

WELCOME 

Welcome to grade one!  I am looking forward to working with you and your child this year.  
You will see so much growth and learning over the year as your child learns to read and write.  
Grade one is where all the magic happens!  I appreciate your support in ensuring your child    
attends school regularly and is well rested to help make this year a success. 

DAILY WORK  

I will be sending most of your child’s daily work home at the end of each day.  I encourage you 
to go through this work with your child so that you know what they are learning, the progress 
they are making, and to allow them to ‘show off’ what they have learned.  Building pride in 
oneself is a key motivator to becoming a keen learner.    

    BACKPACKS 

   Please (please, please, please!), ensure that your child comes to school each and every 
     day with a backpack.  Without a backpack to carry all their ‘stuff’ to and from   
           school, it is very difficult for a grade one student to keep themselves organized 
           and to make sure all important information is getting to and from school.  The 
           school does have extra backpacks if you are unable to supply one.  Please  
  let me know if this is the  case so we can arrange for one.   

  BEE BAGS 

  Each student will be given their own BEE (Bring Everything Everyday) ziplock bag 
  to further help them and their families stay organized.  It will go home in their 
  backpacks each day.  This too, is to be checked each night by yourself for        
  important notices from the school such as; pizza orders, permission forms,   
  newsletters, etc.  I will also be checking these bags each morning to look for    
  important notes coming from home.  This will help us all to stay in touch as it 
  acts as a great means of communication.  If your child’s BEE bag goes missing, 
  simply replace it with a new, large sized ziplock bag labelled with their name. 
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  HOMEWORK & READING AT HOME 

Your child will not receive any ‘formal’ homework in grade one.  However, that does not mean 
that extra practice is unnecessary.  All practice is good practice!  I do encourage you to read 
with your child daily or as often as possible; studies show that there is a strong correlation  
between being read to at home and successfully learning to read at school.  It also helps to  
develop a love of books and reading in your child while allowing you to spend quality time with 
them.  The Pas Public Library is a great place to access books if you don’t have them in your 
home.  Membership is free for all residents of The Pas.  Scholastic Book orders will also be 
sent home monthly with your child for you to purchase books if you choose.  There is a great 
variety of books with great prices. The orders will be due back to the school on the date 
marked on the orders.  Cash or cheques (made out to Scholastic Books) are both accepted. 

SENTENCE OF THE WEEK 

      A ‘sentence of the week’ will be coming home every Monday in your child’s BEE bag.  
      This is a very important part of your child’s reading and writing program.  The       
      sentence is made up of high  frequency words from their reading and writing, as well 
          as letter sounds, and chucks (e.g. ’ing’ , ’ch’) that we are learning in class.  We  
  practice this sentence each day at school but I also ask the students to practice 
  it at home as well to ensure that they will be ready to write it correctly on Friday, 
  during Secret Spelling (ie. the test).  And more importantly, I want them to    
  commit the words to memory so they are able to read and write them                
  independently.  Grammar, spelling, and the spacing of letters and words will be  
  assessed.  

  HEALTHY SNACK 

  We will have a healthy snack break everyday just before or after morning recess.  
  Children are to bring these snacks from home; they are not supplied by the  
  school.  Students are allowed to choose fresh fruit, fresh veggies, yogurt, cheese 
  & crackers or a healthy granola bar to eat at this time.  Please do not send whole 
  oranges for healthy snack unless they are cut up at home first.  Oranges are    
  difficult for grade one students to peel on their own and are very messy.  We   
       often eat while we work.   
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SCHOOL SUPPLY FEES 

School supply fees for your child this year are $35.00.  This includes most of the supplies they 
will be using in the classroom each day.  Please pay this to myself or Tina in the office as soon 
as possible.  Thank you to those who have already done so! 

TEACHER CONTACT INFO 

If you ever have any questions or just want an update on your child’s progress, please feel free 
to contact me .  You can reach me by phone at the school, 204-623-3459, leave a message if I 
am unavailable and I will return your call as soon as I can; by email, mgislason@ksd.mb.ca, I 
check my emails throughout the day; or by stopping in to see me at the school.  I am here most 
days over the lunch hour — this is likely the best time to catch me, as I too have young kids 
that need to be picked up from school and daycare, so unfortunately am not always available 
after 4pm (however, we can always schedule an after school meeting ahead of time so that I 
can make arrangement to be here.)  I am going to set up a class group email list, so you can       
   receive (most) newsletters and notices from myself this way as well.  If you use email 
     and check it regularly I can add you to this list.  There are also the school’s facebook 
        page and website (https//.opasquiaschool.wordpress.com) you can check to find 
   out what’s going on at the school. 

  IMPORTANT DATES 

  September 7 & 8 -  First day of school (check which day your child is to attend)                    
  September 11 - first day with whole class                                                                        
  September 15 - Smile Cookie day                                                                            
  September 22 - Early Dismissal (noon pick-up)                                                                             
  September 27 - Open House, 6-7pm                                                                                                
  September 29 - Terry Fox Run                                                                                                   
  October 4 - Picture Day                                                                                          
  October 6 - No School                                                                                                  
  October 9 - No School, Thanksgiving                                                                        
  October 19 & 20 – No School 

     Thank you in advance for your cooperation & support as we enter an 
      exciting journey of learning together – Hooray for grade one! 

             Sincerely,  

                  Mrs. Gislason 


