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Room 8’s September Newsletter 

WELCOME 

Welcome back!  I hope everyone enjoyed the summer break and are looking 

forward to fall – I know I am!  As I teach mostly the same students for two years, 

I try to make the second year different from the first so the students are 

excited to return, while keeping many of the same classroom routines to maintain 

continuity.  I look forward to working with all your children again this year. 

REGULAR ATTENDANCE 

As we begin the new school year, it is important to remind you that regular and 

punctual attendance is critical to your child’s success at school.  Reading 

instruction occurs first thing in the morning when our minds are most alert.  

However, unfortunately, when students come late, they often miss this very 

important part of the day.  Furthermore, in class, we are always building upon our 

prior knowledge, so when a student is absent, they are not gaining the skills or 

knowledge needed to learn the next step.   

 DAILY WORK 

I will be sending most of your child’s daily work home at the end of each day.  I 

strongly encourage you to go through this work with your child so you can monitor 

what they’re learning, the progress they are making, and to allow them to ‘show off’ 

what they have learned.  Building pride in one’s self is a key motivator 

in becoming a keen and successful learner.   

  BACKPACKS 

Please ensure that your child comes to 

school each and every day with a 

backpack.  Without a backpack to 

carry all their ‘stuff’ to and from 

school, it is very difficult for kids to 
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keep themselves organized and to ensure all important information is getting to and 

from school.  Notes are one of the main forms of communication between home and 

school, when these notes are lost communication breaks down.  The school does 

have some extra backpacks if you are unable to supply one.  Please let me know if 

this is the case so we can arrange for one. 

BEE BAGS 

As in grade one, each student will be given a BEE (Bring Everything Everyday) bag 

to further help them, their family, and me stay organized.  It will go home in their 

backpack each day.  This too, is to be checked each night as it is where important 

notices from the school will be put.  I will be checking the BEE folders each 

morning to look for notes coming from home.  This will help us all stay in touch as it 

is a great communication tool.  Please make every effort not to misplace your 

child’s BEE folder, if you do, simply replace it with another zip lock bag. 

HOMEWORK & READING AT HOME 

Your child will not receive any ‘formal’ homework in grade two.  Although, there may 

be times when I will send unfinished class work home with the students to 

complete.  However, this does not mean that extra practice is not necessary.  All 

practice is good practice!  I do encourage you to read with your child daily; studies 

show there is a strong connection between reading at home and successful learning 

at school.  It also helps to foster a love of books and reading in your child, allows 

you to spend quality time with your child, and reinforces what they are learning at 

school.  The Pas Public Library is a great place to access books if you don’t have 

them in your home.  Memberships are free to all residents of the town 

of The Pas.  Scholastic book orders will also be sent home each 

month if you wish to purchase books.   

WRITERS WORKSHOP 

This year I will be running a writer’s workshop 

writing program in the classroom.  The 

students will follow the same steps that 

real writers use; prewriting, independent 
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writing, self and peer editing, and illustrating to publish their books.  My goal is for 

each student to publish one or two books a month.  These books are to be 

showcased at the end of the year at our Young Author’s night, when we invite 

family and friends to come for a special event at the school.  Students then have 

an opportunity to share their stories and to celebrate all the writing and learning 

they have done throughout the year.  

SENTENCE OF THE WEEK 

A ‘sentence of the week’ will be going home every Monday again this year in your 

child’s BEE bag.  This is a major component of your child’s spelling program.  The 

sentence is made up of high frequency words from their reading and writing as well 

as spelling patterns and sounds we are learning in class.  We practice the sentence 

each day at school but I also ask the students to practice it at home to ensure 

they are ready to write it correctly on Friday for the test.  And, more importantly, 

I want them to commit the words to memory so they are able to read and write 

them independently once we’ve learned them in class.  Grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, and spacing will all be assessed. 

HEALTHY SNACK 

We will be having a healthy snack break every day following morning recess.  

Children are to bring these snacks from home; they are not supplied by the school.  

Students are allowed to choose fresh fruit, fresh veggies, yogurt tubes, cheese & 

crackers, or a healthy granola bar (no chocolate) to eat at this time.  Please do not 

send whole oranges for healthy snack unless they are cut at home first – they are 

too messy and difficult to eat in the classroom otherwise.  

       SCHOOL SUPPLY FEES 

School supply fees for your child this year are 

$35.00.  This includes most of the supplies 

they will be using in the classroom each 

day.  Please pay myself or Tina in the 

office as soon as possible.  Thank you 

to those who have already done so.   
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TEACHER CONTACT INFO 

If you every have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s progress, 

please feel free to contact me.  You can phone me at the school, 204-623-3459.  

During noon hour is the best time to catch me, if I am unavailable when you call, 

leave a message with the secretaries and I will return your call as soon as I can.  By 

email, mgislason@ksd.mb.ca, I check my emails throughout the day so this is a good 

way to reach me.  Or by simply popping into the school, I am generally at the school 

during the noon hour, or after school, although I to leave most days shortly after 

4pm as I too have young kids to pick up from daycare.  However, this is flexible as 

I can make alternate arrangements if you notify me ahead of time.  

IMPORTANT DATES 

 Thursday, September 6 – Frist day of school 

 Monday, September 17 – Early Dismissal (noon) 

 Wednesday, September 26 – Orange Shirt Day 

 Friday, September 28 – Terry Fox Day 

 Monday, October 1 – No School 

 Tuesday, October 2 – Picture Day  

 Monday, October 8 – No School – Thanksgiving 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation as we begin another year of learning 

together! 

 

Sincerely, Mrs. Gislason 
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