
Bonjour! 

Welcome to Grade Three!  There’s a new book out there that is piquing my 

interest.  It’s called “Range: Why Generalists Triumph in a Specialized World”, written by 

David Epstein.  He apparently argues that the way to excel is to sample widely, take in a 

myriad of new experiences, take detours and experiment.  In an interview, the author said he 

wanted, in shorter amounts of time, to “learn things new to me, connect them, and roam wildly 

in my curiosities.”  I wonder if David Epstein spends much time in a Grade 3 classroom.  

Learning new things, making connections, detouring, exploring the things that peak our 

curiosity, that’s what we’re all about.  These things make Grade 3 so interesting.  Our kids 

are learning in leaps and bounds about the world, community and themselves.  

There’s one more thing I’d add about Grade 3, and that I am convinced of in 

French Immersion in particular.  As we are learning new things, we are going to make 

mistakes.  Lots of them. Not one of us in this classroom are French as a First Language 

speakers, so I expect to hear a lot of “bad French”.  If I don’t, we’re in trouble.  I cheer for 

bad French, when it shows that a student is trying, and using the bits of French that they 

know.  Mistakes are essential to our learning.  We’ll recognize them, laugh about them, learn 

from them, try again. So, as much as we may try to do something “perfectly”, or just right, 

we will learn to embrace and even celebrate those not-quite, almost, oops and ish moments.  

Then, we’ll work on getting it right, and move on to our next adventures and lessons.  Roaming 

wildly. 

On to more concrete ideas.  Here is some information about our classroom to 

start our year:

1. I will send a monthly newsletter via email, which will also be posted on our school website 

https://opasquiaschool.wordpress.com/.  Paper notes with additional information will be 

sent home in your child’s green Yoobi folder.  Please leave me your email address.  I will 

occasionally send other classroom and school information, as well as last minute change-of-

plan info, via email as well.

2. Home-School Journal: The main purpose of this journal is to give students another 

“authentic” writing experience and to help strengthen teacher/student relationships. 

• Once a week, I would like students to write me a letter in their journal.  I will read 

them and respond. I will collect your child’s journal on __________________ and 

return it the following day. 

https://opasquiaschool.wordpress.com/


• Parents can encourage neatness and remind their child to check the beginning and 

end of their sentences for capitals, spaces and proper punctuation (3 star 

sentences).  When writing a first draft, I encourage students to write a word as 

they think it’s spelled and, if they are uncertain whether it is correct or not, to 

underline it and to continue.  If you would like to work on the correct spelling of 

certain words, pick three (three that you have noticed as a repeated error is best).  

Continue correcting  and practicing these words with your child until they write 

them correctly, independently.  This could take a week, two or more.  Pick new 

words to replace the ones that are mastered.  

3. Spelling: As a class, or in groups, we will work on word families, spelling strategies, 

grammatical rules.  I will send a new spelling list along with the monthly newsletter. It will 

be included in the email.  However, I will also send home a paper copy of the spelling list. 

This month’s spelling list will not come home until September 9th. There will be a test 

at the end of the month.  Please practice with your child every day, especially the words 

causing them difficulty.  Words that your child has mastered do not need to be practiced 

(less homework!)  Some ways to practice are: 

• Look, say, cover, write, check.

• Rainbow writing: Write the words using different colours.  Each word or letter 

could be a different colour.  It’s fun to practice with special crayons, markers, 

pens, the computer, etc.

• Rhyming words: brainstorm 5 rhyming words and write them for each word on the 

list.  Your child may come up with a rhyme that uses a different spelling from the 

word on their list (i.e. If the word on their list is “day” and they say “sleigh” as a 

rhyming word).  This isn’t wrong, just a chance to notice and learn new sound and 

letter patterns.

• Use magnetic letters or trace letters in playdough or on a salt tray.

• Word find: Find and circle/highlight/cut out/point at their spelling words in a book, 

magazine, etc.

4. Read with your child everyday.  Read to them and have them read to you or others.  This is 

the best way to create lifelong readers and writers!



Anglais et Français

•what do « good readers » and 
« good writers » do

• learning to pick « Just-Right 
Books »

• vowel, blends, word family 
and frequently-used word 
review

• beginning of spelling lists, 
home-school journal and 
Monday journals en français

• descriptive words en français

•collecting ideas for our 
writing

• memoir writing

Mathématiques

• identifying numbers IN 
FRENCH from 1-100

•review addition and 
subtraction strategies, up to 
18: +/- 0, 1 , 2 and 3, =0, 
make 5 and 10, doubles, 
doubles +/- 1

• number sense, #s 1-100 
(what does « 19 » look like?  
How many different ways can 
we represent it?)

•Review of + strategies to 
100 telling time

• skip counting by 1, 2, 5 and 
10 to and from 100 EN 
FRANÇAIS

Themes

 French Immersion 
students 

citizenship and 
community in the class 
and school 

 rights and 
responsibilities

 setting goals: Terry 
Fox, Malawa, ourselves

 First Nations culture, 
Orange Shirt Day, the 
Seven Sacred Teachings

 soil studies and 
comparisons

Dates
September 11: Scholastics are due September 27: Terry Fox run 
October 2nd : No school, PD day October 7th : Picture Day
September 25, 9:00: Super Student Assembly October 14: No school, Thanksgiving
September 25, 12:00: Early dismissal October 17-Nov.26: Swimming 
lessons
September 30: Orange Shirt Day +Spelling Test (spelling list comes home on Sept. 9th)

If you have any questions, concerns or just want to talk, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  You can reach me at school at (204) 623-3459, by email at 
mdunnigan@ksd.mb.ca, or by dropping by the school.

Sincerely,

Mme (Meaghan) Dunnigan

mailto:mdunnigan@ksd.mb.ca

